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NIGHT to UNITE!

Neighbors Joining Together




Waite Park Police Department
Tuesday, August 2, 2016
How would you like to improve the safety of your neighborhood, have a fun time with your neighbors, build community and take part in a huge, nationwide program?
You can do it all at this year’s Night to Unite (NTU) celebration on August 2nd! This is the night to get together with your neighbors.
What is building community?
This is a simple but powerful method for people to improve their own and others’ living conditions. At its most basic, this is neighbors working together to create positive changes in an area – whether they’re trying to reduce crime, looking out for each other’s property, or getting involved.
Here are six steps make planning a Night to Unite celebration easy.

	Step 1: Decide to get involved!


Already involved in a crime watch group? NTU will help keep your group active. This is important: neighbors who know each other and agree to watch out for suspicious behavior are a great defense against crime. 

· If you do not have a crime watch group, NTU is a good reason to get people together for the first time and start building relationships. 

· You can make your NTU event as simple or as elaborate as you like – anything from light refreshments on a neighbor’s lawn to a street party with food, music, games, and prizes. You can take part in this nationwide event in your own way.

· You’ll be part of the biggest crime prevention event in Minnesota.
	Step 2: Register your event


It is easy! Complete a registration form and return to CSO Mages by mail, email or fax. 
In order to have the police and fire departments attend your event, we need to know about them! 
Registrations are due by July 25, 2016
	Step 3: Plan your event


Design an event that fits your block.  Your block is unique and your event can reflect that. Participate with any kind of event that suits you and your neighbors. 

Have a planning meeting.  Even the simplest event requires some planning. Plus, if you don’t want to do all the work yourself - get some volunteers at the planning meeting.
How will you involve children? Kids bring great energy and enthusiasm to NTU events. Get all ages busy with your NTU planning this year. Involving children and teens can also have a great long-term benefit for your block. Recent research shows that crime rates are lowest where young people and adults share a close bond.

Where will you hold your event?
· Lawn or park

· Vacant lot

· Parking lot

· Street

Decide the details:
· Do you want to have refreshments? 
· Do you want to have entertainment? 
What kind and who will provide it? Do you have any musicians or talent on your block? 
· Do you want to feature any special 
group activities?

Will you ask nearby businesses for donations? If you do, explain that you are hosting a neighborhood party and let the business know exactly what you are 
requesting from them. 
Divide up responsibilities among neighbors.
NTU usually works best when many people share the work!

	Step 4: Make sure you have the materials


All our materials are on our website at

www.ci.waitepark.mn.us
· Planning ideas

· Flyers for your event
	Step 5: Invite your neighbors


· Make a NTU sign and put it in your   yard.
· Fill out the NTU invitation flyer with the specifics about your party and make copies.
· One week before NTU, hand out the flyers to all of your neighbors. Tell everyone you see about the upcoming event.

	Step 6: Have fun at Night to Unite!


· Make sure to have Name Tags!
· Consider taking some pictures and starting a NTU photo book for the block.

· Gather email addresses of neighbors if you are an organized NCW group; if not, discuss starting a group.

· Enjoy the event.

Party Packs Provided!
To help get your party started, the Waite Park Police Department will provide party packs to all registered parties. 
The party packs will be ready for pick up by Thursday, July 28th at the Waite Park Police Department. 

Party packs consist of 

· Paper plates – 50
· Napkins – 50

· Plastic Silverware – 50 spoons, 
50 forks  & 10 knives

· Plastic cups – 50

· Balloons 

· A few party items- examples from previous years are chalk, bubbles, frisbees, tattoos

If you have any questions during your party planning process, feel free to contact CSO Alicia Mages. 

Direct Phone: (320) 251-7393

Email: alicia.mages@ci.waiteparkpd.mn.us
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