
City of Waite Park

Park Board Minutes

October 7, 2015

Meeting called to order by Chairnlan Schmitt at 7:00 P.M.

Members present: John Bowden, Wayne Lenzmeier, Janice Rein, Ken Schmitt, Bill Schluenz, Kristal
Vierkant

Motion to approve agenda by Member Lenzmeier, seconded by Member Bowden. Agenda approved.

Motion to approve minutes by Member Schmitt, Seconded by Member Vierlcant

Pete Theismann —Stearns County Park Director -Update on Wobegon Trail

Mr. Theismann reported on the railroad agreements. The agreements are unsigned as yet. Currently he
is working on expenses since the appraisals are not completed but expected in the next two to three
weeks. There are revenues committed. The second Legacy grant is not yet in writing. There has been
no commitment from St Cloud. He recommended that Waite Park pay one half of the cost of the
bridge.

There are also some small parcels of land that are needed from landowners but so far does not have.
His best guess is that the Trail will be built in 2017.

Member Bowden asked the cost of the bridge. Mr. Theismann is asking Waite Park for one half of
$619,895. Member Schluenz reported that the abutments need to be done just before the bridge is
installed.

Landscape Coordinator Update —Lorraine Russell

Using pictures on the screen, Coordinator Russell reported on different aspects of the Parks. The trees
(obtained by the Walmart Grant) on the Healthy Living Trail are doing well while the trees on Waite
Avenue are doing poarly. Member Schluenz asked for suggestions: Coordinator Russell suggested
hand cleaning around the trees and digging down for the ones that are planted too deep, plus
fertilization. This will require staffing time.

The Roundabouts near Hwy 15, which were designed by Margie Wolf, are in their 1st year and doing
well. The company involved has been taking good care of them. We begin maintenance in 2017.

The Yard Waste center is well used and the citizens are happy to be able to use it at any hour. The sign
gardens have been planted, watered and maintained by Coordinator Russell this summer.

The Waite Avenue flower baskets continue to be a problem even though they v~~ere fertilized and
watered by hand weekly. The flags look great. Member Schluenz questioned if the baskets are in the
wrong place. Coordinator Russell said that they are dried out and blown apart by the wind. Discussion
followed. Member Bowden made a motion that the baskets be moved from the trail. Member Rein
seconded. The baskets will not be used next year and possibly moved to the Trail in the future.



The Waite Avenue median, Coordinator Russell observed, is an unsafe place for volunteers and looks
very bad in places because of the weeds in the lilies, etc. There is irrigation provided. Member
Schluenz asked for ideas. Discussion followed with Coordinator Russell suggesting boulevard trees of
a deep root variety because of the use of salt. Member Vierkant suggested that since Waite Avenue
goes through an industrial area, why not concrete? Member Schmitt would like to see a few trees.
Coordinator Russell mentioned that trees have a calming effect. Member Lenzmeier mentioned that
this is a very narrow space. After further discussion, Member Bowden moved that we come up with
several designs for the space. Member Vierkant seconded and motion carried.

The 13th Avenue planter boxes need replacement. Coordinator Russell reported that they are in bad
condition. She had pictures and prices of possible replacements that were within budget and well
received by the Board.

Member Schluenz report that the grass is planted and doing well at the Reading Garden. There is
$5000.00 in the budget for plantings in the spring. Member Bowden suggested that benches be
included and reported that he has written a grant for poetry on the sidewalk.

Member Schluenz said that the arbors are in storage and will go up in the spring as well as a small play
feature. Much work has gone into the front of the Library build. Librarian Marilyn wants the drop box
reworked so the materials come directly into the building. The back door exit will be rebuilt into a
possible window. Coordinator Russell suggested that lattices be built to alternate with the areas of
ranch style fence to provide space for vines that would provide some privacy to the Reading Garden.
Most of the work could be done by the Waite Park maintenance staff.

River's Edge Park and the Splash Pad/Playground are well used, Coordinator Russell reported, while
the flower beds are still blooming.

Grants —John Bowden

Member Schluenz reported that Member Bowden and City Administrator Shaunna Johnson had turned
the grants process decisions over to the Park Board.

Member Bowden reported that he continues to work toward along-term goal of a Southside park.
There is a possibility of a Community Grant for $200,OQ0 from The Bush Foundation.

Coordinator Russell asked about the possibility of a community vegetable garden. Member Bowden
said he is looking for a way to involve people in the planning and problem solving, perhaps with the
amphitheater. Discussion followed including suggestions for the stage at Community Park and soccer
fields. Member Vierkant mentioned that we need to have people come together to address needs within
the community.

Member Bowden said that a city match is always necessary for ownership in grants, such as one from
the Community Arts Council for a Community Park Stage.



Parks Updates

Ao Corr~~a~u~ity Park -Nativity Ramf

Member Schluenz reported that the roof of the Nativity building has been rebuilt with a special top that
will hold the banner securely on top.

B. Out Building Romfs

Member Schluenz said that in October the roofs of the Park buildings will be redone in green to match
the Pavilion. Member Schmitt observed that the octagon building is old but sound and the beer stand is
okay. They just need new roofs.

C. Restroom Discussion

Rebuilding the restrooms will cost approximately $50,000/building. Member Schluenz will be talking
with the major park users about their needs and consider whether we need 2 restrooms or just one.

D. Library Reading Garden Project

Discussed earlier.

E. River's Edge -Design Progress

Member Schluenz suggested that we might consider this at the December meeting. Disc Golf needs a
different configuration and the park design will be considered at the December meeting.

Amphitheater

Member Schluenz mentioned that the granite quarry has been posted "no trespassing". The study is
back and there will be a joint meeting of the Park Board and Council on November 2, 2015, to consider
the idea of an amphitheater on the site. The study was handed to the members to study in the interim.
The City Council wishes to have any insights and ideas the Park Board has to offer.

Flowers for Waite Park

Member Rein reported that fall work is being done on the gardens and bulbs are being planted for
spring color.

Other Business

None

Next Meeting

December 2, 2015



Member Lenzmeier moved that we adjourn. Member Vierkant seconded. Motion approved.
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